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Brussels, 11 May 2026 

 

Innovation Platform Traffic Management 2.0 Open Letter 

AI Act Implementation Guidelines for High-Risk AI Systems 

 

Dear European AI Office, 

On behalf of the 28 members of the Traffic Management 2.0 (TM2.0) Innovation Platform, 

representing leading public and private actors in European road traffic management, we are writing 

to express our serious concern regarding the current lack of structured engagement with our sector 

in the preparation of the Implementation Guidelines for High-Risk AI Systems under the AI Act. Traffic 

management has been explicitly designated as a high-risk domain under the Annex III. The 

forthcoming guidelines will therefore directly determine the feasibility, legality, and scalability of AI 

deployment in critical European transport infrastructure. 

Given the urgency of the timetable, we are always available for a meeting at short notice. We remain 

firmly committed to supporting the European AI Office and the European Commission in achieving a 

balanced, practical and reliable implementation of the AI Act within the context of the European 

transport system and the digital transformation. 

In light of the updated timeline for the publication of the guidelines, now expected in May 2026, we 

would welcome the opportunity to engage in a timely and constructive exchange. Without early access 

to draft versions and without meaningfu opportunities for sector-specific stakeholder expertise and 

structured contribution, we see a clear risk that the resulting framework will lack operational realism 

and fail to reflect the complexity of European, real-world traffic management systems. 

While we appreciated the stakeholder workshop on high-risk classification of AI systems in December 

2025, we are convinced that a separate, in-depth discussion is essential for the field of traffic 

management to do justice to the specific framework conditions and existing practices of this sector. 

Our sector operates at the integration level of safety-critical infrastructure, public service provision, 

and increasingly AI-supported decision-making. A one-size-fits-all interpretation of high-risk 

classification risks creating unintended barriers to deployment without proportionate safety benefits. 

TM2.0 has undertaken a comprehensive analysis of traffic management services across Europe, 

benchmarking them against the core principles of the AI Act. This work provides a solid, evidence-

based foundation for developing practical and proportionate implementation approaches. Given our 

specialised expertise in critical transport management infrastructure, we are confident that our 

perspectives would be a constructive contribution to supporting the AI Office and the European 

Commission in aligning existing applications with the objectives of the AI Act. 
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Against this background, we would welcome engagement focused on:  

• Co-designing sector-specific implementation guidance to enable providers and users of AI 

systems in traffic management to deploy AI systems safely, efficiently and in full alignment 

with the AI Act. 

• Supporting EU and national authorities in the consistent classification of high-risk AI 

applications based on their intended use, particularly within complex operational 

environments.  

• Discussing and ensuring  a proportionate and risk-based interpretation of high-risk 

classification for AI systems in traffic management, including a clarification of the notion of 

‘safety components’ in the traffic management context, and making a clear distinction 

between advisory systems and autonomous decision-making systems with safety-critical 

implications. 

We are confident that such a cooperative approach would strengthen legal certainty for all 

stakeholders, foster responsible and competitive AI innovation in European transport and mobility 

systems, and support the effective and timely implementation of the AI Act without imposing 

disproportionate burdens on public and private traffic management actors. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Traffic Management 2.0 AI Task Force 

ERTICO Innovation Platform 
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